January, 2024

Dear Dr XXXX,
Enclosed is our manuscript, ‘Retrospective review of positive newborn screening results for isovaleric acidemia and development of a strategy to improve the efficacy of newborn screening in the UK’  which we would like to request you consider for publication in the International Journal of Neonatal Screening.
Our manuscript focuses on the ongoing issue of false positive IVA results which is impacting on screening programmes in a number of European countries.  It describes the evidence based approach that the UK has taken to better understand and manage this challenge, based on our experience gained through 8 years of screening.  Our manuscript also demonstrates the importance of monitoring and understanding long term outcomes in light of the initial screening results and highlights and describes two of the key disbenefits of newborn screening - false positive results and phenotypic diversity. It also emphasises the importance of clinicians and scientists working collaboratively to improve outcomes for patients and families.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Whilst we believe this is a useful piece of work in its own right, we also hope that submitting our proposed strategy for peer review will enable it to be shared with our international colleagues for further scrutiny and discussion.   
Yours sincerely,
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Dr Rachel Carling
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